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SUBJECT: BUSINESS WEEK INTERVIEW 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR OR CHARGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
1. IN CERTAIN OF THE AMERICAN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF MY INTER- 
VIEW WITH BUSINESS WEEK WHICH WAS PUBLISHED TODAY, THERE IS 
A MISINTERPRETATION OF THE ANSWER TO ONE OF THE QUESTIONS. 

IN ORDER TO AVOID A RECURRENCE OF THE UNFORTUNATE DEBATES 
OF LAST YEAR, I WANT YOU TO ASSURE YOUR FOREIGN MINISTER 
THAT I BELIEVE US-EUROPEAN COOPERATION IS MUCH IMPROVED AND. 
INDEED, IN A VERY SATISFACTORY STATE TODAY. THE ANSWER TO 
THE QUESTION WHICH IS BEING PLAYED UP IN THIS COUNTRY DEALT 
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WITH A CHARGE THAT THE REPORTER SAID WAS BEING MADE IN EUROPE 
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ABOUT THE SITUATION AT THE TIME OF THE OIL EMBARGO AND 
THEREFORE THE QUESTION DEALT WITH THE PAST AND CHARGES MADE 
BY UNSPECIFIED EUROPEANS. AS I POINTED OUT AT THE END OF 
MY ANSWER NO FOREIGN MINISTER HAS TAKEN THE VIEW THAT WAS 
ATTRIBUTED TO THESE UNNAMED SOURCES IN EUROPE. I WANT YOU 
TO STRESS TO THE FOREIGN MINISTERS THAT I BELIEVE OUR CO- 
OPERATION, PARTICULARLY ON ENERGY MATTERS, IS EXCELLENT AND 
I SEE NO PROBLEMS IN THAT RESPECT. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THAT 
WAS THE CONSENSUS OF MY COLLEAGUES IN THE VERY PRODUCTIVE 
DISCUSSION WE HAD IN THE NATO RESTRICTED SESSION. FROM OUR 
SIDE WE WILL DO ALL THAT WE CAN TO PREVENT A RECURRENCE OF 
THE FRUITLESS EXCHANGE ILLUSTRATED BY THESE NEWSPAPER 
REPORTS. 

2. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS IN BUSINESS WEEK INTERVIEW: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

Q. IN EUROPE, THE CHARGE IS MADE THAT YOU HAVE SOLD 
OUT WESTERN CIVILIZATION FOR 18 MONTHS OF PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST. WHY DO EUROPEANS FEEL THIS HOSTILITY 
TOWARD THE U.S. AND TOWARD YOU? 

A. WELL, OF COURSE I'D LIKE TO KNOW WHO THESE 

EUROPEANS ARE-FOR MY OWN EDUCATION. WHAT WOULD THEY HAVE 

HAD US DO? 

Q. THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT MILITARY ACTION. 

A. THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT THE GOVERNMENTS THEY 
REPRESENT SYSTEMATICALLY OPPOSED EVERY MOVE WE MADE IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST; EVERY STRONG ACTION THAT WAS TAKEN IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST BY THE U.S. HAD WE TAKEN MILITARY 
ACTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST WE WOULD HAVE FACED THE 
VIOLENT OPPOSITION FROM THEIR OWN GOVERNMENTS. 

THE DIFFICULTY IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS CAUSED IN PART BY 
OUR INABILITY TO ORGANIZE COOPERATION EVEN FOR NON- 
MILITARY ACTION. THE EFFORTS OF THE ADMINISTRATION 
MADE DIPLOMATICALLY TO LIFT THE OIL EMBARGO REDUCED, AT 
LEAST FOR A TIME, THE DANGERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IT 
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GAVE EVERYONE A BREATHING SPACE. WE GAVE UP NOTHING. 

EXCEPT THE POSSIBILITY OF MILITARY ACTION, WHICH WAS A 
CHIMERICAL IDEA. 

WHEN WE WENT ON A MILITARY ALERT FOR ONE DAY, WE WERE 
ACCUSED OF HAVING DONE IT FOR POLITICAL REASONS. WAS IT 
CONCEIVABLE THAT IN THE MIDDLE OF WATERGATE THE U.S. 

TAKE MILITARY ACTION? AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE? 
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WHY ARE THE EUROPEANS SO HOSTILE TO THE U.S.? ... 

I THINK THEY SUFFER FROM AN ENORMOUS FEELING OF 
INSECURITY. THEY RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR SAFETY DEPENDS 
ON THE U.S., THEIR ECONOMIC WELL-BEING DEPENDS ON THE 
U.S. AND THEY KNOW THAT WE'RE ESSENTIALLY RIGHT IN WHAT 
WE’RE DOING. SO THE SENSE OF IMPOTENCE, THE INABILITY 
TO DO DOMESTICALLY WHAT THEY KNOW TO BE RIGHT, PRODUCES 
A CERTAIN PEEVISHNESS WHICH ALWAYS STOPS JUST SHORT OF 
POLICY ACTIONS. NO FOREIGN MINISTER EVER SAYS THIS. 

END TEXT KISSINGER 
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